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Safety Matters

When Mother Nature 
knocks down a power line, 

stay away
Downed power lines can carry an electric current strong enough to cause serious injury 
or possibly death. In many cases, you won’t be able to tell whether the line is energized 
or not – especially if it’s under water or covered by snow.
n	If you see a downed power line, move away from the line and anything touching it. 

Call 911 or your electric cooperative for help.
n	The proper way to move away from the line is to shuffle away with small steps, 

keeping your feet together and on the ground at all times. This will minimize the 
potential for a strong electric shock. Electricity wants to move from a high-voltage 
zone to a low-voltage zone – and it could do that through your body.

n	If you see someone who is in direct contact with – 
	 or even close to – a downed line, don’t touch the person. You could become the next 

victim. Call 911 instead.
n	Don’t attempt to move a downed power line or anything (or anyone) in contact 

with the line by using another object such as a broom or stick. Even nonconduc-
tive materials such as wood, cloth or rope – if slightly wet – can conduct enough 
electricity to electrocute you.

n	Be careful not to put your feet near water where a downed power line is located.
n	Do not drive over a downed power line.
n	If you’re in your car and it’s in contact with a downed power line, stay in your car. 

Honk your horn for help, and tell others to stay away from your vehicle.
n	If you must leave your car because it’s on fire, jump out of the vehicle with both feet 

together and avoid contact with the car and the ground at the same time. This way you 
avoid being the path of electricity from the car to the earth. Shuffle away from the car.

Protect food 
during a 
power outage
According to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, you can protect re-
frigerated and frozen foods during 
a power outage.
n	 Don’t open the door to the 

refrigerator or freezer any 
more than necessary.

n	In general, nonperishable 
refrigerated items should 
be safe for up to four hours. 
Discard perishable foods – 

	 meat, poultry, fish, eggs and 
leftovers – that have been 
above 40 degrees for two 
hours or more. Also toss any 
food that feels warm to the 
touch or has an unusual odor, 
color or texture.

n	A full freezer will stay at freezing 
temperatures for about two 
days; a half-full one will last 
about a day. If the freezer is not 
full, clump foods together to 
help them keep cold.

n	 If you think the power may 
be out for several days, put 
dry or block ice in the freezer 
and refrigerator. If only a small 
amount of the food is worth 
saving, use a cooler filled with 
ice. Snowmobiling or four-wheeling?

Don’t run under 
power lines!
Stay away from ditches, roadsides and other 
areas where power lines are down or missing. 
Buried conductors, downed lines and broken poles 
represent a significant safety hazard and could 
be life-threatening if you come into contact with 
any of them.


